The Sexagenary Cycle
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How to figure dates:

o Stem and branch.

6 10 Stem and branch sequence numbers.

+36 Appropriate multiple of 12.
46 The sequence number of the binary (the 6 of 46 matches the stem number 6).

Figuring a specific date: JHizlE= - P4 e 12" = F [T 1
=1 Stem and branch.

ol

6 2 Stem and branch sequence numbers.
+24 Appropriate multiple of 12.
26 Binary sequence number.
+1923 The ‘zero year’ of the previous year cycle.

1949 The 26™ year of the previous year cycle.
-- 180 Move back in multiples of 60.
1769 The equivalent year in the western calendar.
-- 1735 ‘Zero year’ of reign period (1736 — 1 = 1735).
34 The 34" year of the Qianlong reign period.

Figuring day in the day cycle (from example above):

[] FI1 Stem and branch.

3 9 Stem and branch sequence numbers.
+24 Appropriate multiple of 12.
33 Binary sequence number.

The date is:  the 33™ day of the day cycle during the 5™ lunar month, of the 26" year of
the
year cycle which coincides with the 34™ year of the Qianlong reign period



(which corresponds to 1769 of the western calendar) of the Qing Dynasty.



